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REPORT,  1904. 


Bridlington, 

February,  1905. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Bridlington. 

The  Rural  District  includes  the  Registration  Sub-districts  of 
Rural  Bridlington,  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea.  It  has  an  area  of 
over  60,000  acres,  or  a  little  more  than  100  square  miles,  and  a 
population  by  estimation  of  7,780,  very  unevenly  distributed, 
varying  in  density  and  in  numbers  from  13  at  Auburn,  to  1289  at 
Hunmanby  village.  The  superficial  contour  of  the  ground  is  on 
the  north  hilly  and  bold,  consisting  of  that  spur  of  the  Wolds 
which  runs  east  to  terminate  in  Flamborough  Head,  and  towards 
the  south  shelves  gradually  into  the  low-lying  undulating  country 
of  Holderness.  The  geological  features  are  varied,  but  mostly 
consist  of  the  upper  and  middle  chalk  on  the  Wolds,  with  Speeton 
and  Kimmeridge  clays  near  Hunmanby,  and  post-tertiary  deposits 
on  the  south  ;  there  is  a  good  subsoil  of  sand  and  gravel,  covered 
by  a  fairly  thick  alluvia]  deposit.  With  the  exception  of  Flam- 
borough,  which  has  a  moiety  of  the  population  engaged  in  fishing, 
the  inhabitants  are  mostly  occupied  with  agriculture  and  its 
subsidiary  avocations. 
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The  estimated  populations  for  the  Sub-districts  for  the  past 
year  are  as  follows: — Rural  Bridlington,  2660;  Hunmanby,  3516; 
and  Skipsea,  1604  1  the  total  for  the  District  being  7,780. 

TABULAR  SYNOPSIS. 


Sub-District. 

Estimated 
Population 
;n  1904. 

Births 

in 

1904 

Birth 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rates  in 

1904. 

At  all 
Ages 
in  1904 

Under 
1  year.1 

General. 

Zymotic. 

Infantile. 

Rural  Bridlington 

2660 

69 

25'C)3 

34 

9 

12-78 

0-37 

1 3°'43 

Hunmanby . 

35l6 

93 

26-45 

42 

10 

11-94 

0-85 

107-52 

Skipsea  . 

1604 

39 

24'3I 

27 

7 

I7'45 

I  -24 

1 79’4 

Rural  Districts 

O 

00 

201 

25-96 

103 

26 

13-24 

0-77 

*29'35 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ENGLAND  &  WALES  IN  1904. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1904  was  27-9  per 
1000  of  the  population,  which  is  0-5  per  1000  below  the  rate  in 
1903,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record;  com¬ 
pared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1894-1903,  the  birth-rate  in 
1904  shows  a  decrease  of  1*3  per  1000. 

The  death-rate  in  1904  was  16-2  per  1000,  which  is  o*8  per 
1000  above  the  rate  in  1903  ;  compared  with  the  average  rate  in 
the  ten  years  1894-1903,  the  death-rate  in  1904  shows  a  decrease  of 
i*o  per  1000. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to 
1000  registered  births  was  146,  and  is  9  per  1000  below  the  mean 
for  the  ten  years  1894-1903.  The  death-rate  among  persons  aged 
between  one  year  and  60  years  was  7-9,  and  that  among  persons 
aged  60  years  and  upwards  was  68*2  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
populations  at  the  respective  groups  of  ages. 

The  vital  statistics  of  England  and  Wales,  together  with  the 
table  on  the  following  page,  are  taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s 
Report  for  the  final  quarter  of  1904. 


ANNUAL  DEATH  RATES  per  1000  from  all  Causes  and  from  certain 

Epidemic  Diseases  during  the  year  1904. 
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Name  of  Parish. 

Population 

at 

Census 

in 

1881. 

Population 

at 

Census 

in 

1891. 

Population 

at 

Census 

in 

1901. 

Deaths 

All 

Causes. 

in  1904. 

Zymotic. 

Bessmgby . 

80 

87 

170 

I 

Carnaby  . 

180 

200 

192 

I 

Boynton  . 

1 5^ 

126 

161 

4 

Easton  . 

23 

32 

38 

.  .  . 

Hilderthorpe  . 

26 

41 

80 

Sewerby  and  Marton 

343 

331 

330 

3 

Buckton  . 

U1 

I4I 

H8 

3 

Flamborough  . 

1355 

1288 

1189 

20 

I 

Bempton  &  Newsome 

3°9 

3IQ 

284 

2 

Rural  Bridlington... 

2626 

2  556 

2602 

34 

I 

Hunmanby  . 

I35I 

I3°9 

1289 

H 

Speeton  . 

160 

I5I 

146 

1 

Grindale  . 

179 

x57 

*54 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Argham  . 

39 

40 

40 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Rudston  . 

604 

578 

552 

7 

.  .  . 

Thwing  and  Octon 

439 

367 

326 

5 

I 

Wold  Newton  ... 

310 

292 

2  74 

1 

,  ,  , 

North  Burton  ... 

543 

425 

422 

9 

2 

Reighton  . 

254 

252 

219 

4 

.  .  . 

Fordon  . 

57 

38 

38 

1 

Hunmanby  Sub-Dist. 

3936 

3609 

3460 

42 

3 

Burton  Agnes  . 

342 

321 

326 

4 

Haisthorpe . 

123 

121 

118 

3 

.  .  . 

Thornholme  . 

1 10 

1  US 

84 

1 

1 

Gransmoor . 

84 

68 

69 

1 

... 

Lissett  . 

90 

105 

98 

1 

.  .  . 

(J1  rome  . 

194 

198 

187 

3 

.  .  . 

Dringhoe,  Upton,  and 
Brough  . 

156 

H6 

U6 

2 

Skipsea  . 

398 

341 

288 

5 

.  .  . 

Barmston  . 

198 

2I3  ! 

210 

5 

1 

Fraisthorpe,  Auburn, 
and  Wilsthorpe . 

1 26 

124 

hi 

2 

Skipsea  Sub- District 

1821 

1762 

1627 

27 

2 

Rural  District  ... 

8383 

8927 

7689 

103 

6 
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I  have  the  pleasure  ot  congratulating  you  on  a  healthy  and 
satisfactory  past  year.  Thanks  to  the  fine  summer  and  mild 
winter  season  there  has  been  in  most  parts  of  the  District  com¬ 
paratively  little  sickness,  with,  here  and  there,  small  outbreaks  of 
Influenza  of  a  simple  type,  accompanied  by  a  low  mortality  rate. 
1  he  zymotic  class  of  disease  has  mostly  been  represented  by 
Measles  and  Mumps,  with  half-a-dozen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the 
two  former  complaints  requiring  the  closure  of  Elementary  Schools 
at  1  hwing,  Lissett,  Carnaby,  Flamborough,  and  Wold  Newton  for 
short  intervals  some  time  in  March,  June,  and  July  ;  in  other  cases 
the  exclusion  of  probably  infected  scholars  alone,  was  resorted  to. 
khe  most  serious  illness  in  this  category  was  a  couple  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  one  of  which,  apparently  very  ill-defined,  died,  and  in 
both  the  infection  was  probably  imported. 

Your  population  I  consider  remains  stationary.  It  is  doubtful 
if  the  natural  increase  does  more  than  compensate  for  the  drain  of 
emigration,  the  few  available  data  pointing  to  a  continuance  of  the 
“  rural  exodus,"  though  it  is  to  be  hoped  in  less  numbers  than 
ruled  m  the  previous  decade.  I  note  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
births  of  Skipsea  Sub-district  this  year — and  there  is  also  a  greater 
death-rate — but  the  population  is  so  much  smaller  both  actually  and 
by  comparison  with  the  others  that  a  few  extra  births  or  deaths  are 
apt  to  unduly  affect  the  appearance  of  the  birth  and  death  rates. 

The  past  year  has  seen  a  large  amount  of  excellent  work  done 
in  the  Sanitary  Department.  Inspector  Robson’s  report  is  a  cheer¬ 
ing  evidence  that  when  a  man  knows  his  work  he  generally  takes 
much  more  interest  in  it  and  gets  a  great  deal  more  done,  and  I  can 
detect  in  many  parts  of  your  District  the  ameliorating  influence  of 
his  visits.  1  trust  the  good  work  so  well  begun  will  be  steadily  and 
quietly  carried  on  to  the  great  improvement  of  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood.  There  is  plenty  of  scope  for  intelligent  reform.  Especially 
should  I  like  to  see  it  in  the  direction  of  improved  dwellings,  and 
a  few  houses  1  have  seen  either  re-built  or  declared  unfit  for 
habitation.  The  remedy  is  in  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  you  formally  adopted  a  series 
of  Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairying  business, 
under  which  you  had  been  unofficially  working  for  some  time.  The 
Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Order,  and  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Act,  have  each  received  Mr.  Robson’s  attention.  Most 
of  the  Cowsheds  appear  to  be  presentable  and  the  cattle  healthy. 
No  doubt  improvement  will  be  gradual,  but  there  should  be  no 
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relaxation  of  effort  to  achieve  the  best  possible  result  in  the 
direction  of  cleanliness,  air-space,  and  light.  The  appointment  of 
a  Veterinary  Officer  who  can  be  called  to  his  assistance  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  when  occasion  requires  it,  has  been  found 
very  successful  in  many  places  in  improving  the  appearance  of  the 
cattle,  and  the  detection  and  elimination  of  diseased  animals.  The 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act  is  of  very  limited  application  in  your 
District. 

I  note  the  Water  Works  at  Flamborough  are  making  satis¬ 
factory  progress,  and  will,  I  trust,  soon  be  sufficiently  advanced  to 
enable  us  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  water  likely  to  be  available. 
The  village  of  Hunmanby  is  still  in  statu  quo  with  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  not  much  progress  has  been  made  at  Reighton. 
Thwing  is  always  more  or  less  short  of  water  and  at  times  is 
practically  without  a  supply.  Some  minor  drainage  and  sanitary 
work  has  been  done  at  Hunmanby  and  North  Burton,  but  it  is  of 
the  piece- meal  order,  which  when  done  without  plan  or  system  is 
likely  in  the  end  to  prove  not  only  costly  but  useless.  In  neither 
place  is  there  any  provision  made  for  dealing  with  the  sewTage  at 
the  outfall,  although  I  gather  that  the  early  idea  of  running  the 
North  Burton  sewage  into  the  Gypsey  Race  at  that  place  has  been 
modified  to  some  extent.  The  lack  of  a  public  scavenger  at 
Hunmanby  is  the  source  of  great  nuisance,  and  tends  to  the 
accumulation  of  night-soil  near  the  dwelling-house  and  the  pollution 
of  earth,  air,  and  water,  and  I  strongly  urge  you  to  press  this 
matter  on  to  the  notice  of  the  Parish  Council.  As  Mr.  Robson’s 
report  shows,  many  small  matters  have  been  put  right  in  various 
parts  of  the  District,  notably  in  the  southern  parts. 

Your  effort  to  arrange  with  the  Corporation  of  Bridlington  for 
a  joint  use  of  the  Borough  Sanatorium  fell  through  owing  chiefly 
to  the  high  terms  fixed  by  the  Corporation  and  the  limitation  as  to 
the  area  from  which  Scarlet  and  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
should  be  taken.  Nevertheless,  the  matter  should  not  be  beyond 
adjustment  ;  the  population  of  the  whole  Union  is  normally  so 
small  that  the  Sanatorium  can  well  accommodate  any  sporadic 
cases  of  these  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated  elsewffiere.  It  must 
ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  the  early  cases  which  should  receive 
attention — which  require  isolation  in  a  Sanatorium.  Once  a  disease 
has  got  well  hold  on  a  susceptible  population  isolation  hospitals 
confer  only  a  problematical  benefit  on  the  community,  however 
beneficial  they  may  be  to  the  individual  inmate. 

The  question  of  providing  a  means  of  isolating  Small  Pox 
patients  still  awaits  a  settlement  at  your  hands.  Were  primary  and 
secondary  vaccination  thoroughly  enforced  in  this  country  no  doubt 
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we  should  be  spared  any  expense  or  trouble  in  this  direction.  As  1 
have  previously  pointed  out,  in  Germany,  where  infantile  vaccination 
is  stringently  enforced  and  re-vaccination  on  completion  of  school 
age  or  when  drafted  for  military  training,  isolation  as  practised  by 
us  is  unknown,  neither  are  there  any  “  epidemics  ”  of  Variola  ; 
sporadic  cases,  which  occur  mostly  in  the  persons  of  foreigners  or 
persons  who  have  lived  abroad  where  vaccination  was  not  enforced, 
are,  if  mild  and  inoffensive,  treated  in  the  general  wards  of  a 
hospital,  or  in  a  pavilion  in  the  grounds  if  at  all  foul,  but  there  is 
no  isolation  as  we  know  it,  they  are  nursed  by  the  same  nurses, 
visited  by  the  same  doctors  and  students  as  the  other  cases,  without 
any  special  precautions  beyond  re-vaccination  and  ordinary  dis¬ 
infection.  What  a  tremendous  saving  all  this  means  !  But  our 
vaccination  law  has  so  many  loop-holes  for  the  careless  and  selfish, 
and  no  provision  made  for  general  re-vaccination  that  for  years  to 
come  we  must  be  prepared  to  face  the  cost  of  special  provision  for 
the  isolation  of  this  disease,  and  1  would  again  draw  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  nowhere  in  the  East  Riding,  except  in  Hull,  is  there 
any  adequate  means  provided  for  isolating  and  treating  Variola, 
whilst  the  numbers  of  the  absolutely  unprotected  steadily  grow,  and 
the  protection  in  those  vaccinated  in  infancy  as  steadily  declines  in 
potency  as  the  individual  grows  older — all  providing  for  the  making 
of  a  fine  field  of  operations  when  the  Variola  fiend  once  gets  a  fair 
start.  I  would  advise  you  to  again  consider  this  question,  togeiher 
with  the  isolation  of  other  infectious  sickness. 


During  the  year  you  accepted  a  suggestion  of  the  County 
Council  to  join  other  Sanitary  Authorities  in  providing  facilities  for 
Bacteriological  examination  in  certain  cases  of  infectious  sickness 
by  sending  specimens  to  Leeds.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  four 
specimens  had  been  sent  by  medical  practitioners  with  a  positive 
result  in  three  instances  and  negative  in  one.  The  idea  is  to  ensure 
greater  certainty,  therefore  accuracy,  of  diagnosis  in  Diphtheria, 
Enteric  and  Scarlet  Fevers,  which  often  present  very  ill-defined 
symptoms  and  illusory  variations.  It  is  also  recognised  that  in  the 
case  of  Diphtheria  patients,  who  are  to  ordinary  inspection  ap¬ 
parently  quite  recovered,  still  retain  in  the  creases  and  crevices  of 
the  pharyngeal  mucous  membrane,  spores  and  bacilli  capable  of 
distribution,  and  of  starting  a  fresh  case  of  Diphtheria.  Therefore 
facilities  for  submitting  specimens  from  the  throats  of  patients  at 
the  beginning  and  ending  of  their  illness  are  likely  to  be  productive 
of  good  to  both  the  individual  and  the  public — and  the  small 
number  of  cases  of  all  three  diseases  in  which  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  privilege  naturally  suggests  great  freedom  from  this  class  of 
disease. 
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1  am  still  of  opinion  that  a  portable  disinfector  would  be  of 
considerable  use  in  your  District — in  the  prevention  of  infectious 
disease  almost  everything  depends  on  the  thoroughness  of  the 
disinfecting  process  in  the  early  cases. 

MARRIAGES. 

There  were  54  marriages  in  the  Rural  District  in  the  year 
1904,  being  at  the  rate  of  13-88  persons  married  to  each  1000  of 
the  population  ;  which  is  2-28  per  1000  above  the  rate  of  1903,  and 
1-92  per  1000  below  the  ten  years  average  (1894-1903)  of  England 

and  Wales. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

There  were  201  births  registered  in  the  Rural  District  in 
1904,  being  at  the  rate  of  25-96  per  1000  living,  the  number  of 
births  in  the  three  immediately  preceding  years  having  been  177, 
207,  and  205.  The  District  Birth-rate  is  1-94  per  1000  below  that 
of  England  and  Wales  for  1904,  and  3-24  below  the  annual  average 
of  the  years  1894-1903.  The  Sub-district  Birth-rates  for  1904 
were: — Rural  Bridlington,  25-93;  Hunmanby,  26-45;  Skipsea, 
24-31.  The  illegitimate  Birth-rate  for  the  District  was  0-89  per 
1000  living,  children  born  out  of  wedlock  being  7,  or  3-4  per  cent, 
of  the  total  births. 
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TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (BIRTHS.) 
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32 
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27 
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Hunmanby  Sub-District. 
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Skipsea  Sub-District. 
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201 

1  91 

86 

1 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

During  the  year  103  deaths  occurred  belonging  to  the  District, 
as  compared  with  99  in  1903,  and  92,  121,  and  99  in  the  years  1902, 
1901,  and  1900.  The  corrected  mortality  furnishes  a  Death-rate 
from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  of  13-24  per  1000  living,  being  0-43 
above  the  corresponding  rate  for  1903,  2-96  below  that  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1904,  and  3-96  below  the  annual  average  of  the  ten 
years  1894-1903. 

There  were  26  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  being 
in  the  proportion  of  129-35  infantile  deaths  to  each  1000  registered 
births,  or  16-65  per  1000  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in 


1 934,  and  1 7*4-5  below  the  corresponding  rate  of  1903.  Four  of 
these  infantile  deaths  were  of  children  born  out  of  wedlock,  or 
57*i  [.  per  cent,  ot  the  illegitimate  births,  whilst  only  11*3  per  cent, 
of  children  born  in  wedlock  succumbed  before  completing  the  first 
year  of  life. 

The  Sub-district  rates  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes  were  as 
follows  : —  Rural  Bridlington,  1278;  Hunmanby,  11-94  1  anc^ 
Skipsea,  17-45,  per  1000  living. 

TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (DEATHS.) 


1904. 

I9°3- 

Bridling t on  S  u  b  -  D  i  s  t  r  i  c t . 

Males. 

Females. 

| 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

1 

Total. 

1st  Quarter . 

7 

6 

13 

3 

3 

6 

2nd  Ouarter . 

3 

2 

5 

7 

4 

1 1 

3rd  Quarter . 

4 

2 

6 

5 

3 

8 

4th  Ouarter . 

5 

5 

10 

3 

3 

6 

Totals. . . 

19 

15 

34 

18 

J3 

31 

Hunmanby  Sub-District. 

1st  Quarter . 

4 

6 

10 

7 

6 

13 

2nd  Ouarter . 

3 

7 

10 

6 

8 

14 

3rd  Quarter . 

7 

7 

H 

2 

5 

7 

4th  Ouarter . 

3 

5 

8 

*3 

4 

U 

Totals. . . 

17  . 

25 

42 

28 

23 

51 

Skipsea  Sub-District. 

1st  Quarter . 

5 

4 

9 

1 

1 

2 

2nd  Quarter . 

0 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

3rd  Quarter . 

4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

3 

4th  Quarter . 

5 

4 

9 

7 

0 

7 

Totals. . . 

H 

U 

27 

U 

4 

'U 

Totals  for  Rural  District... 

50 

53 

103 

59 

40 

99 

The  following  table  gives  the  gross  mortality,  that  is,  the 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District,  occurring  in  public 
institutions  outside  the  district,  are  included. 


.  0  Registration!  v 

AGE.  Sex.  0  G.  ,  j  Quarter  of  Year 

Sub-District  I  w 


I 


Q 

j 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  gross  mortality  of  the  year,  classified  to  show  the  disease, 
age,  sex,  locality,  and  quarter  of  the  year,  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  table.  There  were  103  deaths  during  the  year  1904, 
against  99  in  the  previous  year.  Four  deaths  were  due  to 
Diarrhoea,  Measles,  and  Diphtheria,  giving  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of 
07 7  per  1000  of  the  population,  about  double  the  rate  of  1903. 
No  deaths  were  registered  from  Whooping  Cough  or  Enteric  Fever, 
Tuberculosis  claimed  4  victims,  and  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia. 
Pleurisy,  &c.,  12,  against  11  and  10  respectively  the  year  before. 
Cancer,  with  5,  has  a  total  of  one  more  than  in  1903.  Diseases  of 
the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  and  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood 
Vessels  wrere  fatal  in  9  and  8  instances,  compared  with  7  and  6 
respectively  in  the  previous  year.  Affections  of  the  Stomach, 
Bowels,  Kidneys,  and  other  abdominal  viscera  were  responsible  for 
11  deaths.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  Childbirth  and  diseases 
peculiar  to  women,  and  5  to  Premature  Birth  and  Debility.  Old 
Age  was  the  cause  of  death  in  14  cases,  against  11  in  1903,  and 
Inquests  were  held  in  18  instances — 3  more  than  in  1903. 

AGE. 

There  were  32  deaths  in  the  first  five  years  of  life,  whilst  34 
had  attained  to  65  years  and  upwards,  with  a  maximum  of  91 
years,  and  a  mean  age  of  78  years.  The  remaining  37  being  left  to 
the  intermediate  stage  of  life.  The  figures  for  these  age  groups  in 
the  year  1903  were  32,  29,  and  34  respectively. 

TIME. 

The  first  and  fourth  quarters  show  the  highest  rate  of  mortality 
this  year  ;  in  1903  it  was  the  second  and  fourth. 


DEATHS  from  CERTAIN  DISEASES  in  the  YEARS  1S94-1904. 


1894 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

Diarrhoea . 

... 

4 

... 

... 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Measles  . 

5 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

j 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

5 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

•  *  • 

•  •  « 

.  .  . 

Diphtheria 

1 

5 

.  .  . 

3 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Influenza  . 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

8 

5 

5 

1 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 

Childbirth . 

1 

1 

3 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia  ... 

20 

8 

9 

12 

15 

12 

16 

16 

9 

10 

12 

Tuberculosis 

15 

6 

7 

6 

13 

8 

12 

6 

7 

1 1 

4 

Cancer  . 

4 

7 

5 

6 

3 

5 

3 

1 1 

4 

4 

5 

V  ACCIN  ATION  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  relates  to  Vaccination  in  the  Bridlington 
Registration  Sub-District,  the  Borough  of  Bridlington  contributing 
the  bulk  of  the  population,  but  the  paragraph  following  the  table 
relates  to  the  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea  Sub-Districts,  each  being  a 
vaccination  area.  Such  portion  of  Bridlington  Sub-District  as  is 
outside  the  Borough  Boundary,  together  with  Hunmanby  and 
Skipsea  areas  form  the  Rural  Sanitary  District.  The  figures  are 
the  completed  returns  for  1903  and  previous  years. 


Year. 

Births. 

^  Successfully 
Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Died 

Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  by 

Medical 

Certificate. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

known. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

unknown. 

Conscientious 

Objectors. 

Unaccounted 

for. 

Per  cent 

1888 

299 

239 

.  .  . 

29 

3 

2 

4 

22 

8-3 

1889 

310 

iqi 

. .  . 

37 

2 

6 

54 

1  7*4 

1890 

275 

214 

25 

1 

2 

7 

26 

9-4 

1891 

324 

245 

36 

2 

40 

i 2 ' 3 

1892 

290 

206 

24 

I 

59 

20*0 

1893 

326 

202 

33 

2 

89 

27'3 

i894 

309 

192 

32 

2 

4 

10 

67 

24‘9 

i895 

308 

H7 

33 

2 

. . . 

67 

40-26 

1896 

327 

212 

2 

42 

1 

2 

1 1 

57 

20*7 

*897 

344 

213 

3 

33 

2 

1 

3 

89 

26-7 

1898 

348 

222 

7 

52 

1 

3 

7 

3 

51 

i6*6 

1  899 

373 

268 

6 

36 

10 

4 

7 

25 

8-5 

1900 

363 

263 

1 

41 

1 

1 

T7 

23 

33 

9-09 

1901 

396 

291 

5i 

4 

2 

1 1 

32 

5 

4.0 

I  902 

382 

-3I3 

2 

32 

3 

1 

1 1 

18 

2 

3’4 

I9°3 

366 

284 

2 

29 

18 

25 

8 

7-1 

In  1903  in  the  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea  Sub- Districts  there 
were  registered  123  births,  of  which  105  were  successfully 
vaccinated,  one  was  exempt  on  account  of  “  conscientious  objection,-’ 
15  died  unvaccinated,  one  was  postponed  by  medical  certificate,  and 
one  removed  to  a  district  known,  the  Vaccination  Officer  of  which 
was  duly  notified. 

For  the  first  half,  of  1904,  there  were  registered  in  the  whole 
Union  261  births,  of  these  199  were  successfully  vaccinated,  23  died 
un vaccinated,  3  were  postponed  by  medical  certificate,  15  were 
exempt  on  account  of  “conscientious  objection,”  one  was  removed 
to  a  known  district,  5  were  declared  insusceptible,  and  15  were  lost 
sight  of.  Five  is  rather  a  large  number  to  declare  insusceptible, 
being  about  2  per  cent.  Many  experienced  vaccinators  hold  that 


there  is  only  a  very  infinitesimal  fraction  of  people  insusceptible  to 
either  vaccinia  or  variola,  and  that  it  is  better  to  postpone  the 
“  operation  ”  rather  than  declare  the  case  insusceptible.  The 
following  quotation  will  bear  reproduction  here  as  it  bears  on  the 
universal  extent  to  which  unprotected  communities  suffered  from 
the  disease  in  the  middle  of  the  18th  century.  It  is  an  essay  by  an 
unknown  writer  offering  a  pseudo-protest  against  the  benefits  of 
inoculation.  The  essayist  says  that  prior  to  the  introduction  of 
this  method  London,  thanks  to  the  fatal  ravages  of  Small  Pox,  was 
tolerably  roomy,  people  preferred  to  stay  at  home  in  the  provinces 
rather  than  come  to  London  and  catch  the  disease,  “  But  now, 
“  thanks  to  inoculation  this  danger  has  disappeared,  and  London  is 
“  most  inconveniently  crowded.  This  inconvenience  has  in  a  great 
“  measure  been  hitherto  prevented  by  the  proper  number  of  people 
“  w7ho  were  daily  removed  by  the  Small  Pox  in  the  natural  way, 
“one  at  least  in  seven  dying,  to  the  great  ease  and  convenience  of 
“  the  survivors,  whereas  since  inoculation  has  prevailed  all  hopes 
“  of  thinning  our  people  this  way  are  at  an  end,  not  above  one  in 
“  three  hundred  being  taken  off,  to  the  great  incumbrance  of 
“society.”  ( The  World ,  No.  127,  June  5th,  1755).  Scattered 
throughout  the  periodical  literature  of  the  first  half  of  the  1 8th 
century  are  to  be  found  other  constant  allusions  to  its  dire  effect  on 
the  countenances  of  the  noted  beauties  of  the  period  and  the  health 
and  life  of  the  people  generally.  Lord  Macaulay  has  the  following 
eloquent  paragraph  on  the  same  subject.  He  said  it  was  “  the 
“  most  terrible  of  all  the  ministers  of  death,  always  present,  filling 
“  the  churchyards  with  corpses,  tormenting  with  constant  fears  all 
“  whom  it  has  not  yet  stricken,  leaving  on  those  whose  lives  it 
“  spared  the  hideous  traces  of  its  power,  turning  the  babe  into  a 
“  changeling  at  which  the  mother  shuddered,  and  making  the  eyes 
“  and  cheeks  of  the  bethrothed  maiden  objects  of  ' horror  to  the 
“  lover.”  It  is  by  testimony,  such  as  this,  that  one  is  helped  to  a 
clear  view  of  the  extent  to  which  the  disease  entered  into  every 
question  of  life  in  the  pre-vaccination  days — no  one  was  safe  from 
it,  nothing  could  be  undertaken  without  discounting  the  possibility 
of  interruption  by  Small  Pox.  High  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  great 
and  small,  were  all  equally  likely  to  be  stricken  down.  The  criminal 
in  prison,  the  king  on  the  throne,  the  bride  on  her  way  to  the  altar, 
and  the  soldier  in  the  ranks,  were  equally  the  victim  to  the  fell 
disorder. 
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INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES 


(NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 


Disease. 

Rural 

District. 

SUB-DISTRICT. 

ISt 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

2nd 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

3rd 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

4th 

Quar¬ 

ter. 

Rural 

Brid¬ 

lington. 

i  Hun- 
manby, 

Skipsea. 

Diphtheria 

I 

I 

.  .  • 

.  *  . 

I 

Erysipelas 

6 

6 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Scarlet  Fever... 

6 

I 

5 

I 

3 

2 

.  .  . 

Enteric  Fever. . . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

I 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Measles . 

H2 

2 

|  136 

4 

89 

7 

43 

3 

Totals  ... 

15 6 

9 

i  I37 

10 

•  91 

12 

46 

7 

Measles  was  the  chief  cause  of  sickness  amongst  the  young 
during  the  past  year,  and,  combined  with  Mumps,  was  responsible 
for  all  the  school-closing  of  the  year.  Notification  of  the  first  case 
of  Diphtheria  only  reached  me  when  the  patient  was  suffering  from 
the  sequelae  of  the  disease,  and  could  not  therefore  be  included  in 
this  table.  The  above  table  shows  very  clearly  the  limitations  of 
isolation.  Scarlet  Fever  is  quite  as  infectious  as  Measles,  but  the 
latter  is  markedly  contagious  before  the  characteristic  symptoms 
shew  themselves,  and  renders  nugatory  any  attempts  at  early 
isolation,  whilst  the  typical  symptoms  come  on  early  in  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  although  undoubtedly  contagious  in  the  early  days,  the 
greatest  amount  of  infection  is  done  during  the  peeling  stage,  several 
days  after  the  onset.  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever 
can  all  be  easily  isolated  with  good  hopes  of  thereby  checking  the 
spread.  No  such  opportunity  is  given  by  Measles,  and  its 
segregation  in  hospitals  is  outside  practicability. 


NOTIFICATION  STATISTICS  FOR  YEARS. 

1 893-11904. 


Disease. 

1893. 

1894, 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1906. 

Diphtheria . 

2 

•  .  • 

,  ,  , 

1 

3 

3 

J3 

2 

8 

6 

I 

Erysipelas . 

5 

1 

7 

5 

4 

2 

7 

3 

5 

1 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

5 

:9 

7 

67 

78 

2  5 

49 

41 

9 

6 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

8 

3 

16 

7 

3 

8 

7 

1 

7 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

3 

1 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Measles  . 

24 

103 

4 

47 

16 

97 

12 

2 

TO 

142 

Totals 

1 1 

*3 

61 

128 

83 

140 

63 

156 

71 

24 

26 

156 

I  enclose  Mr.  Robson’s  Report  of  the  year’s  work  in  the 
Sanitary  Department,  which  reflects  considerable  credit  on  his 
industry  and  ability. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  WETWAN, 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  and  M.O.H. 

Sanitary  Authority  of 
Bridlington. 


BRIDLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Bridlington, 

February,  1905. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  a  brief  summary  of  the  Sanitary  work 
accomplished  in  this  District  in  the  year  1904.  During  that  period 
the  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  villages  was  carried  to  a  con¬ 
clusion  ;  many  notices  have  been  served  to  owners  of  property  as  a 
consequence,  and  some  of  the  results  of  the  inspection  are  yet  to  be 
considered  by  the  Executive  Committee.  In  a  large  number  of 
instances  the  work  of  re-inspection  has  been  carried  out,  and  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  numerous  minor  sanitary  defects  have  been 
remedied- — untrapped  brickwork  cesspits  have  given  place  to 
sanitary  gully  traps  ;  privy  middens  have  been  abolished,  and  the 
pail  system  substituted  ;  the  privies  themselves  have  been  repaired, 
and  in  some  cases  new  ones  built,  &c. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  duties  imposed  by 
this  Order,  in  view  of  the  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Council  in 
May  last.  All  sheds  or  buildings  in  the  District,  in  which  cows  are 
kept  for  the  purpose  of  the  supply  of  milk  to  the  public,  have  been 
enquired  for  and  sought  out,  and  their  condition  as  regards  cleanli¬ 
ness,  sanitation,  and  ventilation  noted  down,  and  in  almost  every 
instance  the  actual  dimensions  were  measured  and  recorded. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

I  have  a  list  of  57  places  which  would  appear  to  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  sanitary  provisions  of  these  Acts,  and  which 
places  have  been  under  surveillance  during  the  year.  I  do  not 
think  that,  from  the  sanitary  point  of  view,  anything  can  be  said 
against  them,  and  there  has  been  no  instance  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  take  any  action. 

I  have  also  inspected  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  District,  and 
have  found  them  in  fair  order. 

I  only  know  of  one  or  two  bakehouses  in  the  District,  and  these 
I  have  also  visited  and  found  them  in  good  order. 


20 


The  sanitary  work  also  includes  many  special  inspections  and 
duties  in  connection  with  water  supply  and  drainage,  together  with 
a  number  of  interviews  and  verbal  recommendations  given  to 
property  owners  and  agents  who  were  desirous  of  carrying  out  the 
requirements  of  notices  given  to  them. 

The  duties  occasioned  to  me  during  the  year  by  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  very  small. 

I  append  a  tabular  statement  setting  out  approximately  the 
number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  by  me,  together  with  other 
information. 


1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  IT  ROBSON, 

(Cert.  San.  In.) 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TABULAR  ST  AT  EM  ENT. 


Number  of  Primary  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  342 

Number  of  Re-inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  93 

Number  of  Cowsheds  registered  to  date  (under  Regula- 

lations  dated  28th  May)  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  “Workshops”  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts,  visited 


57 


